March 11, 2013



ASPE NE Regional Meeting Report

When:  Saturday, February 23, 2013, 9 am to 2:30 pm

Where:  Hilton Doubletree Hotel, BWI Airport, Baltimore, Maryland

The meeting was called to order promptly at 9 am by NE Governor Bruce Schlesier, CPE.  Jim Hanna was appointed Recording Secretary and Milan Gowen was appointed Sergeant At Arms. Governor Schlesier reported that national membership stood at 2017 members with 469 of them being in the NE Region.
The minutes of the Fall Regional Meeting were reviewed and approved.

Individual chapter representatives introduced themselves and gave a brief update of their chapter’s status, progress, or problems. Chapter 82 delegate Earl Rosenow, FCPE advised that the Richmond chapter was healthy, active, conducted regular meeting and programs, and had its website up and running.  Particular pride was displayed for our recent chapter outreach to high school students with the Bid simulation seminar.
Following the morning break, Governor Schlesier gave the Technical, Standing, and Special Committee reports for those regional representatives not in attendance. James Hanna gave the Education Committee report and described the upcoming convention academy courses. Rich Lemere gave the Bylaws committee report with assistance of those sponsoring bylaw revisions for the Philadelphia convention. Earl Rosenow described the proposed bylaw he is sponsoring to allow convention delegates who are members of more than one chapter to represent and vote for chapters unable to send a delegate otherwise.  Terry McGeehan, FCPE described the mission of the Investigative committee and the Fellows committee. Bill Manfredonia and Ron Trawinski gave reports for the Professional Recognition and Sustainability committees respectively.

After lunch, a vigorous Open Discussion period followed. Many of the usual chapter related issues were discussed, but the majority of the discussion surrounded the discontinuation of the printed versions of Estimating Today magazine and the ASPE Annual Directory. Currently, these publications will only be available to members on the national website. Former NE Governor Milan Gowen is sponsoring a bylaw change to reinstate the printed copy of the magazine for those members who desire it. Milan adroitly pointed out that this discontinuation of tangible member benefits was made at the same time as an increase in national dues, a member assessment, and bonuses given to the SBO staff by the BOT in a slack economy with declining membership. The overwhelming sentiment of those NE representatives in attendance was in support of this bylaw change and the re-establishment of the printed magazine. 
Governor Schlesier gave his report discussing chapter requirements from National, regional Governor’s needs, and items for presentation to the upcoming BOT meeting in Nashville, March 8th and 9th.
Members of the Philadelphia chapter discussed plans and events scheduled for this year’s convention in Philadelphia. Members who register prior to June 1st will get a discount on the registration fee at $525. Those who register after that date will be charged $595. Sounds like a lot of great events are scheduled for attending spouses and families.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 pm.

Submitted by,

Earl Rosenow, FCPE, Chapter 82, Richmond
